
Coloured Pencil:   

Basic Pencil Strokes 

Here are some basic coloured pencil strokes which will be useful in your drawing. Remember that you are 
required to practice how to use layered, blended, coloured pencil, so that you can use it for your projects.   
It is a very good idea to spend some time exploring and playing around with the coloured pencil medium in 
your idea journal before attempting a major drawing.  

As with graphite pencil, there are a range of techniques which you can use when drawing with coloured 
pencil. You can use as many as you want to create a layered, interesting drawing. 

 

SHADING 
Using a straightforward side-to-side shading motion, a smooth even layer of 
colour is built up. A very light touch can be used to deposit the faintest 
amount of pigment for graduated shading.  

 

HATCHING 
Rapid, regular, evenly spaced lines are drawn, leaving a little white paper or 
underlying colour showing.  

 

CROSS-HATCHING 
Hatching overlaid at right-angles. This can be done with different colours, or 
carried through multiple layers, to create a textured effect.  

 

SCUMBLING 
Tiny overlapping circles rapidly drawn. Again, it can be used to build up a 
single colour or different colours.  

 

DIRECTIONAL MARKS 
Short directional lines which follow a contour, or the direction of hair or grass 
or other surfaces. These can be densely overlaid to form a rich textural effect.  

 

INCISED MARKS 
Two thick layers of colour are overlaid, then the top colour is gently scratched 
into with a blade or pin to let the lower layer show through.  

 

BURNISHING 
Burnishing is simply layers of coloured pencil overlaid with strong pressure so 
that the tooth of the paper is filled, and a smooth surface results. This image 
shows a burnished surface compared with a basic overlay of colour.  

 

FOLLOWING THIS PAGE are a series of colouring book pages (the covers of old comic 

books).  Please use a few of these pages to practice your coloured pencil skills: shading, 
blending, hatching, cross-hatching, scumbling, using directional marks, using incised marks, 
and burnishing. 


